
TYPES OF
SLAVERY

T H E  W A Y S  T H E  I S L A M I C  S T A T E  O P E R A T E D  S L A V E R Y  I N  A C C O R D A N C E
T O  T H E  D E M O G R A P H I C S  O F  T H E  V I C T I M S

HOW SLAVERY WAS USED IN THE TERRITORY

Gifting female captives to Islamic State fighters

Boasting about slavery in propaganda to show a form
of control over the occupied territory

Strengthening its fighting force with child soldiers

Creating revenue through human trafficking

SLAVERY CONDITIONS BY DEMOGRAPHICS

GENDER 

majority executed at capture sites
in front of family

some transported for execution

forced labor on farms and 
construciton sites

majority in sexual exploitation

given as gifts 
 
held in houses
 
kept captive in rest houses for 
visiting fighters
 
sold in markets and online auctions

AGE

<8 years old were sometimes kept 
with mothers

some children sold for organs

age affected value for female captives 
the price decreased with age increase

cases with women above 60 were 
executed

boys 8-12 (approx.) sent to training

RELIGION
Yazidi and ethnic minorities

Muslims

Christians

choice of convert or be executed
trafficked into various forms of slavery

reports of abduction

put in re-education Shari'ah camps

girls in arranged marriages to 
Islamic State fighters

choice of convert, pay protection tax, 
leave, or be executed

evidence of abduction and trafficking

MARITAL STATUS

Married women with children

Married women, no children
Unmarried women and girls

civilians separated by marital status at the 
point of capture

majority of men separated regardless of 
marital status

often kept together if children were young

transported to various locations for 
registration
 
kept captive for buyers at markets
 
given as gifts for some fighters

The majority of the conditions below come from civilian testimony
and UN-mandated investigative missions on the Islamic State attack

in Sinjar, Iraq and surrounding areas from August 3 -15, 2014
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